
Let there be light

With winter upon us you'll definitely
need a good headlamp for your evening
rogaines and runs so I thought now
would be a good time to explain why I
use the Lucifer Lights M6 and L model
headlamps and why I think they are some
of the best headlamps around. 

Several months back my headlamp died
and I needed to find a replacement,
specifically one that would be good for
rogaines and adventure racing. I spent
way too many hours perusing the internet
reading up on different headlamps and
associated reviews. I’m going to outline
what I think is important in a headlamp
and then give a brief overview of two Lucifer Lights headlamps.

So first up I’m going to try and define what's important in a headlamp.
* Battery life: Ideally it should be able to last a whole night on one battery pack and it should be bright 
enough to run on that setting. Also when on the brightest setting it shouldn't drain the battery in a very 
short time. Finally it would be nice if when the battery is getting low that the torch reduces the brightness 
so that it doesn't suddenly go out.
* Weight/balance: There is a limit to how much weight you can have on your head without noticing it. If 
the torch is too heavy it will bounce around. There is also the weight distribution of the torch to consider. 
Some brands have the battery and the light at the front. This means all the weight is on the front of your 
head and it's more likely to bounce around. The ideal is the lamp on the front and the battery pack at the 
back giving an even weight distribution.
* Brightness/distance: There are two things here, the brightness measured in lumens is just one aspect, 
the other aspect is the optics which direct the light. Some torches are bright but it doesn't translate into 
seeing a long way. The light should be bright with good optics so you can see 150m+ when spotting 
controls.
* Settings: Similar to duration, there is no point having a really bright setting that lasts 1hr, another 
setting that lasts 3hrs and then a setting that lasts 100hrs. There needs to be a low setting that will last a 
whole night and still be bright enough to run with.
* Reliability: The headlamp needs to be waterproof!

When I began searching for my replacement headlamp I quickly discovered many brands including Black
Diamond, Petzl, Led Lenser, Nightcore, AyUp and Fenix. These are all mass produced and aimed at a 
generic user. Prices ranged from $100 to $450 and none of them met exactly what is required for 
rogaines. Some weren't that bright so it would be hard to spot things in the distance, some had bright 
settings but the battery would only last an hour. Others had super bright settings but then reading reviews 
it was only possible to use that setting for 30s before the torch overheated and reduced the brightness. 
Some had poor weight distribution.

I then had a look at some of the headlamps on Aliexpress thinking I might be able to find a cheap 
headlamp, in the end I decided that almost all of them were making very ambitious claims and the 
reviews I found didn't convince me they were worth looking into further.
Then I discovered there were a few European brands that developed high end headlamps. I found Lupine 
and Lumonite, both have some interesting options but the battery pack needed to be stored in a pack of 
some sort, however the main show stopper was the $600+ price tag! It was then that I discovered Lucifer 
Lights, there were a range of options and they looked like they would actually meet all my needs at a 
realistic price.
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So I'll give a little overview of Lucifer lights and why I was impressed by what they're offering. The 
company is run by Petr Dvorak, and he's into running, orienteering, rogaines and adventure racing. His 
aim is to make headlamps that work well for these sports. Looking through the website 
https://luciferlights.net/ there is heaps of information about the technical aspects of the lights and it really 
shows how much thought has gone into the design of the headlamps.

I ended up getting two models so I could compare them, the M6 which is the most popular headlamp and 
the big brother L model.
I've been using them for a number of months now and have been very impressed.

So how well do they meet the requirements above? In my view the M6 is perfect! The headlamp will last 
for 20hrs on the low setting and this is easily bright enough to run with and it has a boost setting for 
spotting things, this lasts for 1hr 40min. There is also a very low setting which lasts for 180hrs and is 
bright enough for walking or around hut when out tramping. Once I've got the torch on I don't even 
realise it's there, having the battery on the back balances the torch and it doesn't move about at all. And 
how far can I see? Approximately 180m. The brightness levels on the M6 are perfect, the very low setting
for camping (180hr), the low setting for running (20hr), the mid setting for running too (10hrs), the high 
setting for MTBing (4hr) and the boost setting for spotting things and downhill riding (1hr40) and of 
course it's waterproof.

The model L headlamp is very similar, there are a couple of differences; one is it has four LEDs instead of
two. This means the boost setting is amazing, it really does bring a smile to my face when I use this 
setting because it's so bright, for spotting things it's close to 300m of visibility. The second difference is 
the brightness settings; they've all been bumped up one, so the low setting of the M6 disappears and the 
L's low setting is the M6's mid setting. This means that on the low setting you only get 10hrs of battery 
life, the benefit of this is the super bright boost mode.

So if you're doing anything that involves running or biking in the dark I strongly recommend you get a 
Lucifer Lights headlamp, I've been really impressed with how well they perform and the amount of effort 
that's gone into making a great headlamp. I think the M6 is the perfect all round headlamp and the L 
model is great if you want something even brighter for downhill MTBing or night orienteering.

There are a number of options when selecting a headlamp. Below are the options I chose and am very 
happy with. If you’re planning to MTB with the headlamp then I strongly recommend getting the helmet 
attachment.
My M6 has 4500K Leds and the optics are 13° + 20°.
My L has 4500K Leds and the optics are 13° + 13° + 13°+ 20°.

USB charging the model L

https://luciferlights.net/
https://luciferlights.net/en/headlamp-l
https://luciferlights.net/en/headlamp-m

